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Using the Poker Vibrator

1. Wear protective equipment including gloves, goggles and safety boots.

2. The unit may need to warm up for a few minutes in cold weather for maximum efficiency.

3. If the vibrating head does not vibrate when the machine is started, tap the nose onto
a hard surface. Do not tap or hit the outer housing of the head.

4. Watch out for signs that vibration may be affecting hands. If fingers start to tingle or feel
numb, take a short break from using the machine. Exercise fingers to encourage blood
circulation. Find out more about vibration. Ask the hire company for a copy of the
HAE leaflet no. 2150 — Hand-arm vibration or visit www.hse.gov.uk/vibration

5. To help prevent vibration affecting hands, operate the machine for shorter periods, or
share the job with a workmate. Keep hands warm - wearing gloves may help do this.

6. Take care not to bend the flexible drive through tight angles, for example over
shuttering.

Always move and withdraw the vibrating head steadily - this will help avoid creating voids..
Do not touch the vibrating part of the poker while it is in operation.

9. Do not lay the vibrating poker on a hard surface while it is still vibrating. It will cause
damage to the surface and the poker.

10. Do not engage or disengage the flexible drive coupling while the engine is running.

11. Stop the engine if leaving the machine unattended.

12. The poker vibrator must be washed clean as soon as the work is finished before any
concrete hardens.

13. If the flexible drive has to be disengaged, take care to keep the open end of it clean -
do not leave it lying in dirt.

14. If the equipment does not work properly do not attempt to repair it. Contact the hire
company.

15. You may want to read this leaflet again. Please keep it safely until you finish work.

The rules and procedures in force where people are at work
may require the person responsible for this equipment
to carry out a specific risk assessment

1. ltis important to read this entire leaflet before using the poker
vibrator.

2. Plan your work and think ahead to make sure you will always
be working safely.

3. Petrol is highly flammable. Take care not to cause a fire or
explosion.

4. Cement mixes are harmful to eyes, lungs and skin. Take
precautions to prevent contact with cement mix.

5. This poker vibrator is designed for use in fresh concrete to
remove air voids and speed the release of trapped water. It is
not designed for any other purpose.

6. The action of this poker vibrator can cause injury or damage if the machine is not used in
a careful and controlled way.

7. If you have not used this type of poker vibrator before, familiarise yourself with how the
machine works before you start on the main task.

8. The following items of personal protective equipment are the minimum requirement:
goggles; dust mask- a minimum of ffp2 protection; ear muffs or plugs giving protection to
reduce exposure to 87dB(A) at the ear; Safety boots/wellingtons; industrial quality gloves.

9. A personal first-aid kit should be available.

10. This machine must not be used by young persons, or by anyone under the influence of
drugs or alcohol.

11. This poker vibrator is designed for operation by an able bodied adult. Anyone with either
temporary or permanent disability must seek expert advice before using it.

12. Poker vibrators are heavy machines, get help if you have to unload it from your vehicle. Do

not lift beyond your own capabilities.
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Every effort has been made by HAE/EHA to ensure that the information given in this document and supporting material

is accurate and not misleading. HAE/EHA cannot accept responsibility for any loss or liability perceived
to have arisen from the use of any such document/material. Only Acts of Parliament and Statutory Instruments
have the force of law and only the courts can authoritatively interpret the law.
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